Are Those who Rebel Against a Ruler 
From the Khawarij 
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Translator's Foreword 


All praise belongs to Allah. We praise Him, seek His aid and 
forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from the evils of our souls 
and the evils our deeds. Whomsoever Allàh guides then no one can 
misguide him and whomsoever Allah leaves to stray no one guide 
him. I bear witness that there is nothing worthy of worship except 
Allah, having absolutely no partners. And | bear witness that 
Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger. May the Salat and 
Salam be upon him, his family, and his Sahabah until the Last Day. 
As for what follows: 


This is a transcript of an video series that the martyred Shaykh Abü 
Sufyan As-Sulami (Turki Al-Binalr all 4lL.à5) gave about the various 
sects existing in the Ummah. This extract is taken from the part 
that speaks about the Khawarij. 


We ask Allah (4l») to make it beneficial for the Muslims, and we ask 
Allàh to accept the Shaykh among the martyrs and righteous 
people for his Jihad with the pen and with the sword. 


Your brother Abü 'Abd Allàh Al-Maghribr 
12 - Rabi' Al-Akhir 1443 AH 


Shaykh Shaykh Abi Sufyàn As-Sulami (aU 4L.à5) starts speaking: 


The issue of revolting against the Oppressive Ruler is something 
Ahl As-Sunnah wa Al-Jama'ah differed over. 


| mean revolting against a [Dhalim] Muslim ruler, not against the 
kafir ruler, because when it comes to a kafir ruler there is ijmaa' 
that allows revolting against him like mentioned by the people of 
knowledge like Al-Qadi ‘lyadh, Al-Hafidh ibn Hajar, Al-Imam An- 
Nawawi and others (all a4). 





A group from among the Sahabah of the Messenger of Allah (#2), 
made Khurüdj against the rulers of their time. Talha ibn ‘Ubaydi 
Allah (axc all v(»2)) made Khurüdj against the ruler (of his time), 
while he is one of the ten Sahàbah who received the promise of 
attaining Al-Jannah during their lifetime. Az-Zubayr ibn Al-Awwam 
made Khurüdj (against the ruler) and he is from the ten Sahabah 
who received a promise of attaining Al-Jannah (aic all v»). 


Umm Al-Mu'minin (mother of the believers) ‘A’ishah (laic all LS) 
made Khurüdj, it is narrated from our Prophet (#2) who said in a 
Sahih Hadith narrated by At-Tirmidhi and others that she will be 
his wife in Al-Jannah. She made Khurüdj. 


Al-Husayn ibn Ali (logic all (»2)) made Khurüdj against Yazid and 
he and his brother (Al-Hassan) are the Asyad (masters) of the 
youths in Al-Jannah. Mu'àwiyyah ibn Abi Sufyàn (aie ail v»2)) 
made Khurüdj. i 


An-Nu’man ibn Al-Bashir (dic aul c»à)) made Khurüdj against Bani 
Umayyah. More than one from the Sahabah of the Messenger of 
Allah (&&), made Khurüdj against their rulers in that specific time. 





Has anyone said that they are from the Khawarij? Knowing they 
received a promise of attaining Al-Jannah during their lifetimes, 
has anyone said anything about them? 


Will someone dare to say anything about them that they are the 
dogs of hellfire, as they say (nowadays) about the people of Haq 
and we seek refuge from Allah? Will someone dare to say that? 


A group from the Tabi’In made Khurüdj against the rulers (of their 
time). From them was ‘Abd Allah ibn Handhalah, son of a man 
washed by the angels. Who was his father? It was the Ghasil of the 
Mala'ikah, he was with his wife on his wedding night when he 
heard the Prophet (#8) saying: “O horse riders of Allah! Rise on 
your horses.” So he left his wife without performing Ghusl, he 
attained As-Shahadah and was killed in the battle, so the angels 
washed him between the Heavens and the Earth, his son ‘Abd Allah 
made Khurtdj against Bani Umayyah. 





And | forgot to mention another Sahabi before we continue with 
the Tabi’In and that was ‘Abd Allah ibn Az-Zubayr, the son of the 
best friend of the Messenger of Allah (#22). His mother is the woman 
of two the belts: Asmaa (Bint Ab! Bakr), and his grandmother 
through his father is the paternal aunt of the Messenger of Allah 
(#8), Saffiyah. His grandfather through his mother is Abū Bakr As- 
Siddiq (aic all v»2)) and his aunt is the mother of the believers, 
‘A'ishah (lgic ail v»2)). ‘Abd Allah ibn Az-Zubayr also made 
Khurüdj against Bani Umayyah. 








And the people of Al-Madinah who also made Khurüdj, as well as 
all the people of Al-Basra like it was narrated by Al-Hafith ibn Hajar 
(aU 4o»). The Fuqahaa of Al-Basra made Khurüdj. Imam Ash- 
Sha'bi made Khurüdj, Al-Imam ibn Abi Nitür, and Al-Imàm Sa'īd ibn 
Jubayr, and others among them who made Khurüdj against the 
rulers of their time. 


Al-lmam Abu Hanifah An-Nu'màn (al do>)) came out and 
supported those who made Khurüdj against Bani Al-’Abbas with 
money and youths. Rather, he said regarding those who were 
killed by making Khurudj against the Khalifah of Bani Al-'Abbas at 
that time Al-Mansür Abi Ja’far: “They are the same as those who 
were killed on the day of Badr.” And he also said: “Woe to me that | 
wasn't in their place." 


The same for Al-Imàm Malik (aI 4o») when he was asked about 
the permissibility of rebelling against Al-Mansür in the year 145 H. 
He made the Khurüdj against him permissible until some people 
asked him: ^We gave him our Bay'ah (oath of allegiance) so we 
have a Bay'ah hanging around our necks with him." Al-Imàm Malik 
(ail 4») said: “Rather you were Mukrahin [coerced] and there is 
no Bay'ah on the Mukrah.” So Al-Imam Malik gave a Fatwa for that, 
the same for Al-Imam Ash-Shafi'i in his old Madhab, he sees the 
permissibility of making Khurüdj against the oppressive ruler. 


Al-lmam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (aul 4o») whom many of the 
contemporary claim to follow in the Usül and in the Furü', they say 
about themselves that they are from the Hanabilah [i.e. following 
the Madhab of Imam Ahmad]. 


During the lifetimes of Al-Imam Ahmad, Imam Ahmad ibn Nasr Al- 
Khuzza made Khurüdj against Al-Ma'mün, he made Khurüdj 
against him with the sword and fought him until he was killed. 


When Al-Imam Ahmad bin Nasr Al-Khuzza’l was killed, as it was 
narrated by Al-Hafith ibn Kathir in Al-Bidayah wa Al-Nihaya: “Al- 
Imam Ahmad wept over him, and he was very sad over him, and 
this made him sad for a long time.” 


And Imam Ahmad said about him: “May Allah have mercy upon 
him, he certainly fought with his soul ff Sabili Allah.” 


Ponder over the saying of Al-lmam Ahmad about those who made 
Khurüdj during his life against the rulers of his time, he said: “May 
Allah have mercy upon him, he certainly fought with his soul fi 
Sabili Allah.” 


Are those who falsely attribute themselves to the Madhab of Imam 
Ahmad able to say about those who made Khurüdj against one of 
these accursed rulers (of today) can he say about the one who 
rebels against them: "May Allah have mercy upon him, he fought 
with his soul Fr Sabili Allah." Or is he going to say: 'He is lost' and 
'He is from the dogs of the Hell-fire' and 'He is a deviant' and 'He's 
the worst people killed under the sky'. And: 'Had the Prophet (#22) 
witnessed him he would have killed him like the people of 'Aad.' 





So weigh between the two types of Fiqh. The Fiqh of the Salaf and 
the Fiqh of the Khalaf (those who falsely attribute themselves to 
the Salaf) poetry: 


If you ascribe yourselves to a people of honor 
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We say correct, but what an awful offspring 


And claims that aren’t backed with evidence 


Those who are claiming them are merely pretenders 


So, here you can see The Fiqh of Al-Imam Ahmad, and also the Fiqh 
of many other great Imams of this Ummah. Al-lmam Abu Al-’Arab 
At-Tamimi (aul do>)y) made Khurüdj during his lifetime in the 
Islamic Maghreb, and he is the author of the book 'Al-Mihan' he 
died in 333 H. Before, his grandfather also Khurüdj against the 
rulers of his time. 


Also from the Imams who see the permissibility of making Khurüdj 
against Dhalim rulers is Al-lmam Abu Muhammad ibn Hazm Al- 
Andalusr (ail 4o» )), and he clarified this in his book ‘Al-Fisal fr Al- 
Milal wa Al-Nihal’. 


Another Imam who shares this view is Al-Imam Al-Ghazzali (de>) 
ail) who died in 505 H. And Al-lmam ibn Al-Jawzi from the 
Hanabillah and Al-Imàm ibn Ar-Razil and Imam ibn ‘Aqil who are 
also from the Hanabillah, and many others from the Imams of 
Islàm share the view that it's permissible to make Khurüdj against 
a Dhalim and a Fàsiq (evildoer) ruler. 


So, not everybody who makes Khurüdj against any kind of a ruler, 
during any kind of era, can be labelled a Kharijt. Making Khurüdj 
against the rulers is not a criteria to judge whether or not an 
individual adheres to the Madhab of the Khawarij or to the Madhab 
of Ahl As-Sunnah. This is not the criteria known by the Salaf (, 5; 


A Sunni can make Khurüdj against a ruler as well as an innovator, 
as well as a Shi't, a Khàriji can make Khurüdj and even a Murji'i can 
make Khurüdj. Some Murji'ah who lived among the Salaf like Darr 
Al-Hamadàni, and the people of knowledge warned from him 
because of his Irjaa. Sa’Id ibn Jubayr (aic al v»2)) did not give 
salam to him because of his Irjaa, he warned against him because 
of his Irjaa. 


And Al-lmam Ibrahim An-Nakh't (aul 4o»)) he is an Imam who 
made Khurüdj against Al-Hajjaj, warned against Darr Al-Hamadant 
because of his Irjaa. 


Despite Al-Hamadani being a Murji't he made Khurudj against Al- 
Hajjaj with his sword. But those are the Murji’ah who lived among 
the Salaf. 


So this all shows us that not everybody who makes Khurtdj 
against a ruler can be labelled as a member of the Khawarij? 


You guys are the witnesses today when you look at our reality, 
you'll find a democrat, a secular and a communist and a socialist 
making Khurüdj so can we ascribe these kufar to the Madhab of Al- 
Khawarij? Of course not. 


So not everybody who makes Khurüdj is from the Khawarij. Rather, 
he has to adhere and believe in the principles of the Khawarij that 
we mentioned at the beginning of this lecture which | ask Allah 
Ta'ala to bless. 


By this you will know the falseness of this accusation that is 
attributed to us by some of the Neo-Murji'ah. 


And it's correct to say about them: "They are Murji'ah with the 
Hukam and Salatin (i.e. rulers), and they are Khawarij with the 
Du'at (preachers) and Mujahidin." 


You've learned that many characteristics of the Khawarij, and that 
many of the sayings of the Khawarij, actually apply on the Neo- 
Murji’ah when dealing with the Du’at and the Mujahidin. 


As for how they deal with the Hukam and the Salatin, we will 
explain that with the Will of Allah and His Grace and His Strength in 
an upcoming talk. 


And Allah knows Best, and may Allah’s peace and blessings be with 
the one who was sent down with As-Sayf (the sword) and not with 


Al-Qalam (the pen). 


Shaykh Abu Sufyan As-Sulami (slagaiul ô all aLià) 





